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This could loosely be described as a partnership between the Highway Authority and 
The Milestone Society since the work was arranged by a member but carried out by 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Streetscene Services workforce. It should 
probably be explained that the member is in the, possibly unique, position of being a 
Divisional Highways Manager in Streetscene Services. 
 
Within the East Riding of Yorkshire there are some 115 recorded milestones of 
differing types some of which are shown below. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         A1035 - Patr ington              Unc – Market Weighton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          B1251 – Fimber                                                           A165 - Brandesburton 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     A1174 – Woodmansey                                                     A166 – Garrowby Hill 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Unc – Hedon                                                             A1041 – West Cowick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
At the present time only 17 milestones have been listed and one of these is on the 
former Beverley to Molescroft to Kendale and Bainton Balk Turnpike (1766 – 1881). 
This is now the B1248 road connecting Beverley, in the East Riding of Yorkshire to 
Malton in North Yorkshire and the particular milestone is at Ordnance Survey grid 
reference SE 970 498. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above picture shows it, after restoration of the cast iron plate, in June 2001 at the 
time of the initial survey for The Milestone Society. 
 
It is actually a three step mounting block although improvements to the carriageway, 
and associated verge works, have left the first step almost at ground level. 
 
Dimensions – 35 inches high 
 
                       34 inches wide at bottom 
 
                       16 inches deep 
 
Plate is 18 inches high and 12 ½ inches wide 



 
 
 
In September 2002 it was noted that substantial damage had occurred to the stone 
although the plate was still firmly attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was apparent that the damage had been caused by grasscutting since the whole 
verge, from hedgerow to carriageway, had recently been cut. This is not something 
that the Highway Authority do as they only cut a 1.0 metre breed at the edge and it 
was confirmed by the Area Supervisor that no cutting had been organised by him at 
that time. 
 
There is a farm immediately adjacent to the location so a visit was made, by the 
Divisional Highways Manager, to see whether the farmer could shed any light on who 
was responsible for the damage. He claimed that it was nothing to do with him, as he 
didn’ t cut the verge, but he was interested in the preservation of the stone and the 
aims and objectives of The Milestone Society. 
 
A report was received by the Council, from the police, in September 2004 that a 
motorcyclist had collided with the milestone and further damage had occurred. A site 
visit was undertaken and it was noted that the cast iron plate was not attached and, 
despite a search of the verge, it was not found. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
There had been a number of people involved in the incident – friends picking up the 
motorcyclist, recovery crew, police and the Highways Emergency crew clearing up 
the debris. Neither the police or the highways team had removed the plate so it was 
decided to report it as stolen since it was part of a listed structure.  
 
Before this was done however the Divisional Highways Manager decided to call at 
the farm on the off chance that they had collected it. Luckily this proved to be the 
case, the farmer being certain that he would call at some time following the previous 
conversation between themselves.  
Concern was expressed that the position of the stone left it vulnerable as it was on the 
outside of a bend and a number of vehicles had narrowly missed it since leaving the 
carriageway at this location was a relatively frequent occurrence. The farmer 
suggested that it be moved some 50 yards to the south so it was adjacent to his 
entrance. This would protect it from further damage as he maintained the grass to a 
high standard, it was before the apex of the bend and lastly it was next to an electricity 
pole and should any vehicle stray from the carriageway it would hit that before the 
stone.  
 
Arrangements were made to move the stone to its new location following which the 
restoration could take place. The opportunity would also allow the stone to be reset at 
its original level. 
 
Whilst this is major work, that would not normally be carried out by anyone other 
than a Highway Authority, the following applies even if a member of The Milestone 
Society were to carry out minimal excavation to perhaps straighten a stone. 
 

1. Initially you must obtain the consent of the Highway Authority before 
working. 

 
2. Find out what Statutory Undertakers services are present. This is done by 

contacting the Utility providers for the area, their addresses can be obtained 
from the Highway Authority, but it should be remembered that most of them 
charge a fee for this service. Generally they require a good location plan and 
description of the work to be carried out. Whilst Undertakers have minimum 
depths that their apparatus should be at they can vary and be very close to the 
surface particularly if work has been carried out to remove material from the 
verge 

 
3. Carry out a Risk Assessment. Note down what hazards exist and what control 

measures can be taken to remove the risk. This can usually be simple such as 
providing adequate signing/guarding, wearing high visibility personal 
protective equipment and careful hand digging to avoid Statutory Undertakers 
Services. Once the risks have been eliminated then site work can begin. This 
same procedure is carried out by the Highway Authority and the risk 
assessment sheet for this particular job is shown. 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 



Prior to work commencing, it is essential that both those on site and the travelling 
public are safe and it is therefore important that the public are aware that work is 
being carried out. 
 
The bare minimum that must be provided for carrying out work, or indeed surveys, is 
a roadworks ahead sign, road narrows sign, cones and a high visibility jacket. 
 
Provided the verge is wide enough extra protection can be afforded by using your 
vehicle. A basic layout for a site is as shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The signs and cones were set up and a JCB utilised to carry out the major excavation 
and lift out the stone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst the JCB carried out the bulk of the work it was still necessary to hand dig the 
final areas so that further damage to the stone did not occur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Once this was completed the stone was free standing and it was noted that there was a 
large diagonal crack at the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The top section was lifted off and placed on a flat bed truck leaving the bottom 
section in the excavation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The bottom section was then removed in the same manner and relocated to the new 
site in a trench that had already been excavated to the correct depth. The top was 
aligned and carefully placed on top – nothing was used to fix the two parts together 
relying instead on the backfill to keep them in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Relocation complete with first step at correct height. 



 
 

     The following series of pictures show the preparation of the cast iron plate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stripping the old paint from the plate.                               Scraping out all the corners. 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Cleaned up lettering.                          Applying rust inhibitor.                                                                       
. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two coats of rust inhibitor applied.                                   First coat of Finnigan’s Smoothrite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

             First coat complete.                    Four coats completed. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detail completed with black Finnigan’s Smoothrite paint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Once the damaged item was installed a Monumental Mason was asked to carry out a 
repair in order to at least allow the plate to be reattached. He took a small sample of 
the stone to determine the type and a suitable quarry was found in Cheshire as the 
intention was the remove the remaining top step and replace it entirely. 
 
The Mason removed the remaining damaged stone and drilled two holes into the 
existing block using epoxy resin to hold two stainless steel dowels in place. Matching 
holes were drilled into the new stone, which had been left slightly larger than 
required, and epoxy resin was applied to both the holes and the surfaces. Once the 
resin had set the hole was drilled to take the cast iron plate. The plate was held in 
place and a line drawn around it to allow the recess to be cut into the new stone. Once 
this was completed the block was trimmed to size and the plate mounted with epoxy 
resin. 
 
It was decided not to “distress”  the new stone by rounding off the corners etc as it was 
felt that the stone as a whole would be purporting to be something which it is not. 
Whilst it looks a little strange at the moment once the stone begins to weather and 
algae, moss and lichen take a hold it will quickly blend it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final restoration March 2005. 


